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service has enabled the Air Force to 
continue to fly, fight, and win in air, 
space, and cyberspace. I wish him fair 
winds and following seas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 65TH INFANTRY 
REGIMENT 

Mr. NELSON. Mr President, today I 
wish to recognize and honor the 
achievements of the 65th Infantry 
Regiment known as the 
‘‘Borinqueneers’’ for their contribution 
to the defense of our great Nation. 

The Borinqueneers were a segregated 
Puerto Rican Army unit which served 
our Nation with great distinction dur-
ing World War I, World War II, and the 
Korean war. The Borinqueneers served 
our Nation with valor during a period 
of history in which their own nation’s 
sovereignty was dependent upon the 
United States. 

The Borinqueneers earned 10 Distin-
guished Service Crosses, 256 Silver 
Stars, 606 Bronze Stars, and 2,771 Pur-
ple Hearts. Six hundred and seventy 
Borinqueneers gave the ultimate sac-
rifice for both Puerto Rico and the 
United States. 

After watching the Borinqueneers in 
action during his visit to Tokyo, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur wrote the fol-
lowing, 

The Puerto Ricans forming the ranks 
of the gallant 65th Infantry Regiment 
give daily proof on the battlefields of 
Korea of their courage, determination 
and resolute will to victory, their in-
vincible loyalty to the United States 
and their fervent devotion to those im-
mutable principles of human relations 
which the Americans of the Continent 
and of Puerto Rico have in common. 
They are writing a brilliant record of 
heroism in battle and I am indeed 
proud to have them under my com-
mand. I wish that we could count on 
many more like them. 

I would also like to honor the men 
and women of Puerto Rico, who wear 
the uniform of the United States mili-
tary to this day and continue the leg-
acy of the Borinqueneers. The 
Borinqueneers have brought great cred-
it upon themselves, the U.S. Army, 
Puerto Rico, and the United States of 
America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PEGGY EVANS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the dedicated 
career and service to the Congress and 
the Nation of Ms. Margaret ‘‘Peggy’’ 
Evans, who is retiring at the end of 
this month after over 22 years of serv-
ice in both the executive and legisla-
tive branches of our government. She 
has dedicated most of her life to help-
ing keep our Nation and its citizens se-
cure, and we honor her for her service. 

Peggy is leaving the Senate as the 
budget director of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. During her 
4 years on the committee, Peggy has 
been integral to the development and 
passage of four annual intelligence au-

thorizations bills, including three with-
in a span of 15 months. She oversaw the 
committee’s budget staff in drafting 
the classified annexes to the bills, 
worked collaboratively with the intel-
ligence community agencies and the 
Office of Management and Budget, and 
negotiated legislation with other Sen-
ate and House committees. 

Through her time with the com-
mittee, Peggy brought new and cre-
ative proposals to the committee and 
was a fierce advocate for programs that 
she believed would provide greater ef-
fectiveness or efficiency to the intel-
ligence community. She also worked 
very closely with our committee’s 
Technical Advisory Group, our science 
and technical advisors, especially in 
the group’s review of imagery sat-
ellites, which will no doubt come to be 
seen as being ahead of its time. 

Prior to coming to Capitol Hill, Ms. 
Evans had served 13 years at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. Reflecting 
her many skills, she worked in both 
the analysis and the operations side of 
the CIA and also led covert action pro-
grams. Although we may not disclose 
the details, Peggy spent much of her 
CIA career countering terrorist groups 
and the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Her next national security assign-
ment was in the White House Office of 
Management and Budget. During her 5 
years in that job, Peggy rose from a 
budget examiner to be Acting Deputy 
Associate Director for National Secu-
rity—the President’s senior civil serv-
ant adviser on the national security 
budget. 

During her time in the private sec-
tor, Peggy has also founded and led two 
companies, one that builds environ-
mentally sustainable homes and one 
that provides environmental con-
sulting services to homeowners, build-
ers, and facilities managers. These 
companies earned numerous Energy 
Star and Green Home Choice Awards. 

She is a renaissance woman, skilled 
in public and private life, and the com-
mittee wishes her continued success in 
her professional endeavors as she re-
turns to private life. 

But Peggy’s devotion to the Nation’s 
security is matched by her dedication 
to her family. Peggy and her husband 
Roger Ney have raised six children and 
guided them through college and into 
the start of their careers. With her re-
tirement, she will have more time to 
spend with them and with her hobbies 
of reading, pottery, soccer, memorizing 
arcana from the ‘‘Lord of the Rings,’’ 
designing homes, and spending time at 
the beach. 

I am pleased to have the opportunity 
to publicly thank Peggy and to note 
my appreciation for her dedicated and 
dignified efforts. We will miss your in-
sight and experience and your commit-
ment to pursuing the right policies to 
protect our Nation. 

SALUTING OUR VETERANS 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I am 
filled with so much pride every time I 
meet our military veterans who come 
to the Nation’s capital to visit the me-
morials built to honor them and to 
commemorate the wars in which they 
served so courageously. 

Today, 31 veterans from West Vir-
ginia, representing three generations of 
warriors, are here to see the memorials 
that commemorate their sacrifice and 
valor and for a special ceremony hon-
oring World War II veterans. 

And on the occasion of their visit, I 
want to express my deepest gratitude 
to these special men who helped keep 
America free and made the world safer 
for liberty-loving people across our 
country and beyond our borders. 

I also want to say how much I appre-
ciate the Honor Flight Network, which, 
since 2005, has arranged for World War 
II, Korea and Vietnam veterans from 
all over the country to visit the memo-
rials in Washington—free of any cost to 
the veterans. 

In West Virginia, the driving forces 
behind the Honor Flight Network are 
the Denver Foundation and Little 
Buddy Radio, located in Princeton. 
These nonprofits were founded by Bob 
Denver—also known as ‘‘Gilligan’’ from 
the iconic television show ‘‘Gilligan’s 
Island’’—and his wife, Dreama, a West 
Virginia native. 

But it was Charlie Thomas Richard-
son, the Operations Manager at Little 
Buddy Radio, who got the ball rolling 
in West Virginia. He introduced the 
Honor Flight Network to our State, 
building on the organization estab-
lished in 2005 by Earl Morse, a physi-
cian assistant and retired Air Force 
Captain in Springfield, OH, to honor 
the veterans he had cared for. 

The 31 veterans from West Virginia 
visiting Washington today came from 
Pocahontas, Raleigh, Greenbrier, Mer-
cer, Giles, Wyoming, Nicholas, Fayette 
and Marion counties. 

They range in age from 63 to 94. And 
while their step has slowed, their spirit 
is keen, their pride is undiminished, 
and their patriotism is unbridled. 

Eleven served in World War II, one in 
World War II and Korea, 10 in Korea, 
one in Korea and Vietnam, four in 
Vietnam, and two in all three wars. 

Two other veterans are serving as es-
corts for the group, along with three 
high school ROTC cadets. 

These brave West Virginians served 
this great country in a wide variety of 
ways—as a B–24 pilot over Italy in 
World War II; in a heavy mortar com-
pany at ‘‘Heartbreak Ridge’’ in Korea; 
as a helicopter door gunner in Viet-
nam. 

They stitched up wounds in hos-
pitals; they assembled bombs; they in-
spected combat aircraft; they operated 
radios and radars; they cooked; and 
they built roads through jungles and 
bridges over rivers. 

They won the Bronze Star, the Sol-
dier’s Medal, the Purple Heart and 
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Presidential Citations. Some were lieu-
tenants, some sergeants, some cor-
porals. Some served abroad, some 
stateside. 

But they all served this great coun-
try. No matter the war, no matter the 
rank, no matter the duty, everyone of 
them answered America’s call. In our 
time of need, they stepped forward and 
said, ‘‘I’ll do it—I’ll protect this coun-
try.’’ 

These heroic West Virginians came 
to Washington to tour our beautiful 
Capitol, the World War II Memorial, 
the Korean War Memorial and the 
Vietnam War Memorial. 

But the tour of the World War II Me-
morial is a little different than in the 
past. On the third Always Free Honor 
Flight in less than a year, the visit will 
include a special ceremony called 
‘‘Flags of Our Heroes’’ to honor World 
War II veterans who passed away be-
fore they could ever see their memo-
rial. 

Sadly, we are losing World War II 
veterans at the rate of approximately 
800 per day—members of what we have 
come to recognize, and rightly so, as 
the ‘‘Greatest Generation.’’ 

This generation of Americans was 
united by a common purpose and by 
common values—duty, honor, courage, 
service, integrity, love of family and 
country. And their triumph over tyr-
anny will be remembered forever. 

The ‘‘Flags of Our Heroes’’ ceremony 
involves taking a photograph of an 
American flag with a family photo of 
the deceased veteran in front of the 
Memorial. The photo and an Honor 
Flight certificate will then be pre-
sented to the family—a way to show 
this Nation’s respect and regard for 
their hero. 

This is such a fitting gesture be-
cause, at the northern end of the World 
War II Memorial, the words of General 
George Marshall are inscribed, and 
they are well worth remembering every 
time we salute our veterans and every 
time this Nation prepares for war: 
‘‘Our flag will be recognized through-
out the world as a symbol of freedom 
on the one hand and overwhelming 
force on the other.’’ 

May it ever be so, and may God bless 
the United States of America and all 
the men and women who keep us free. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, today, 

we honor the service of our brave men 
and women in the law enforcement 
community. As we look around at 
American flags flying at half-staff 
today, we remember those we have 
lost. In the years since President John 
F. Kennedy designated May 15th Peace 
Officers Memorial Day, and the week 
in which that date falls National Police 
Week, tens of thousands of people from 
departments throughout the United 
States and agencies around the world 
have come to Washington, DC., to 
mark this day. 

As they say, there is no such thing as 
an off-duty police officer. Our men and 

women in law enforcement work tire-
lessly to protect our communities. 
While it is often in emergencies that 
we remark at their courage and perse-
verance, we know that they remain 
vigilant every day. Especially this 
year, as our community recovers from 
the cowardly and despicable terrorist 
attack in Boston last month, we ac-
knowledge the hazards that our police 
officers face and the sacrifices that 
they make in the service of their com-
munities. We remember Sean Collier 
and pay respect to his family, to his 
friends, and to his brothers and sisters 
in the police force. 

The members of our law enforcement 
community have earned our respect, 
gratitude, and support. In Massachu-
setts, we honor Andrew J. Tufts, Fred-
erick G. Mercer, John W. Powers, 
James A. Callahan Sr., Ryan Tvelia, 
Kevin E. Ambrose, Jose Torres, John P. 
Gibbons III, and Peter James Kneeland. 
They are among 321 law enforcement 
heroes who died in the line of duty, 
whose names have been engraved this 
spring on the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial here in Wash-
ington, DC. 

As we take this moment to thank our 
police officers for all that they do 
every day, we are also reminded that 
we must continue to work in Congress 
to make sure that our agencies have 
the resources they need in their impor-
tant work protecting our communities. 

f 

VETERANS’ OUTREACH ACT OF 
2013 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as the 
chairman of the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, I have pledged to im-
prove outreach activities to better in-
form our Nation’s over 22 million vet-
erans of the benefits to which they are 
entitled. 

Legislation I introduced last week, 
the Veterans’ Outreach Act of 2013, 
would authorize the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a 2-year 
demonstration project to award grants 
to State and local government pro-
grams and nonprofit organizations to 
improve the coordination and collabo-
ration of veterans’ health care and ben-
efit services across Federal, State, and 
local assets. By providing State and 
local government programs and non-
profit organizations the opportunity to 
submit a grant proposal with stated 
goals and objectives, VA would be able 
to better leverage the countless serv-
ices across the Nation that support 
veterans and their family members. Fi-
nally and most importantly, my legis-
lation would require recipients to sub-
mit outcomes data back to VA in order 
to document a recipient’s ability to in-
crease awareness, efficiency, and effec-
tiveness of Federal, State, and local 
outreach activities; enhance the avail-
ability of Federal, State, and local re-
sources for veterans; and strengthen 
the overall culture of community- 
based support within a given commu-
nity across our great Nation. With this 

2-year demonstration project, VA will 
be able to examine what outreach ac-
tivities work and reassess its outreach 
strategy accordingly. 

Last month I was in Brooklyn, NY, 
where I met two combat veterans from 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. One 
was a U.S. Marine Corps captain and 
the other was a sergeant in the U.S. 
Army. Both were receiving health care 
at VA and struggling to pay for their 
copays. Similarly, both were unaware 
of their eligibility to receive 5 years of 
free health care at VA following their 
most recent discharged from Active- 
Duty. Most displeasing was the lack of 
understanding of this very same health 
care benefit by senior VA officials who 
accompanied me that day. If senior VA 
officials are unaware of such a prin-
cipal health care benefit available to 
combat veterans of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars, much more remains to 
be done inside and outside of VA to en-
sure veterans of all eras are informed 
and understand the benefits and serv-
ices they are entitled. 

I urge my colleagues to ask veterans 
across their State and see how many 
understand all of the benefits and serv-
ices available to them. For instance, 
countless veterans across this Nation 
remain unaware that some of them 
may be entitled to one-time dental 
care if they apply at VA within 180 
days of separation from Active Duty. 
Little known benefits like this, can go 
a long way in placing our newest gen-
eration of veterans on sound footing 
following their exit from military serv-
ice. Other veterans may be eligible for 
no-cost or low-cost health care and 
medications if they meet eligibility re-
quirements for VA health care. To 
claim this coverage they must enroll at 
their local Department of Veterans Af-
fairs medical center. These uncertain-
ties surrounding VA health care eligi-
bility will most certainly be com-
pounded by the additional health care 
options that become available as we 
approach implementation of the Af-
fordable Care Act. Veterans need to 
know and understand their options. 

The men and women who have sac-
rificed so much in defense of this coun-
try deserve to know about the benefits 
and care to which they are entitled, 
and it is VA’s job to make sure they 
know. Simply knowing about benefits 
in certain instances is not enough. If 
VA is trying to reach rural veterans, 
knowing where and when a mobile vet 
center will visit your community is 
critical. If VA is trying to reach more 
and more veterans in the community, 
knowing when and where the local 
medical center or community-based 
outpatient clinic will hold events and 
activities can drive up the number of 
veterans in attendance. Furthermore, 
VA needs to do more to proactively 
identify outreach efforts that work lo-
cally while leveraging the countless 
services supporting veterans that are 
made available by organizations all 
across the country. 

Highly able and willing organizations 
and agencies are already providing 
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